
Arrivals and Departures: New Art Perspectives on Hong Kong 
 

18 January – 11 March 2007 
at Urbis, Manchester 
  
‘Arrivals and Departures’, the first major new exhibition on Hong Kong to take place in the UK 
marks the ten year anniversary of the city’s handover from Britain to China and will be 
displayed at Urbis, Manchester, from January 18 to 13 March. The exhibition looks at one of the 
world’s most diverse and exciting cities through 10 fascinating new commissions created by 5 
British Chinese artists and 5 Hong Kong based artists, each presenting different perspectives of 
the city as a place both near and far, real and imagined. 
 
‘Arrivals and Departures’ explores the collision of cultures and its affects on a rapidly changing 
city which has is a continual influx and migration of population. Curated by Manchester-based 
Sally Lai and Yuen Fong Ling, in collaboration with Hong Kong-based curatorial partners Howard 
Chan and Siu King-Chung, Arrivals and Departures features over 20 separate art works. The 10 
new commissions show the artists’ responses to the shifts in Hong Kong’s cultural identity from 
its colonial past to its future as part of one of the world’s larges economies. Their sources of 
inspiration are diverse ranging from tourist imagery, cityscapes, myths and family histories 
woven into lived experience.  
 
British artists’ work in Arrivals and Departures includes a large-scale painting by Gordon Cheung, 
who has recently exhibited in the John Moores Painting Competition, the British Art Show 06 and 
a solo exhibition at the Chinese Art Centre in Manchester. His work, entitled ‘Journeys to the 
West’ is inspired by the Chinese mythological stories of The Monkey King which he has used as 
an allegorical personification of China’s journey in adapting to Capitalism.  
 
Anthony Key explores the role and rituals that accompany food in creating a sense of cultural 
belonging. His three pieces in the exhibition include ‘Bok Gwai’ (White Ghost), a complete life-
size kitchen created by deconstructing the ubiquitous and iconic Chinese takeaway tin-foil 
carton into flattened plates which have been stapled together to form a skin, which in turn has 
been pressed, burnished and formed around objects to create a cast of an entire kitchen.  
Yuen Fong Ling’s ‘Portrait of the Family’ involves the Manchester and Glasgow based artist in a 
series of life class events held before and during the exhibition which will explore identity and 
create a representation of the development of his family as a result of immigration from China 
to the UK. The process of staging and documenting these events also aims to uncover how art 
and the making of art is an essential part of basic human emotions relating to absence and 
presence. 
 
Artists from Hong Kong include Mee Ping Leung who has exhibited in Russia, Australia, USA and 
Korea and has been selected as the Leading Contemporary Asian Artist by Art Asia Pacific. Her 
work will comprise of some 50 pieces of Hong Kong street art which she has collected presenting 
Hong Kong through the eyes of a tourist – the Disney World, Bruce Lee and and Hong Kong 
cinema portrayed far removed from reality.  
 
Pak Seung Chuen, is an award winning artist who exhibits extensively in Hong Kong and a writer 
with a regular art column in the Sunday Mingpao. His two pieces focus on the merits and pitfalls 
of urban planning illustrated in his depictions of a zebra-crossing and a street-crossing.  
Tam Wei Ping attended Slade School of Art and has exhibited extensively in the UK. His work 
represents the merging and dispersing of two cultures in a specially crafted ice brick containing 
sand from Repulse Bay – a popular tourist spot in Hong Kong (its sand imported from mainland 
China) and ice from the UK. As the ice melts the sand sinks.  
 



‘Arrivals and Departures’ is the first contemporary art exhibition curated exclusively by Urbis, 
following its popularity with visitors earlier in 2006 with the British Art Show. As the UK’s only 
exhibition centre dedicated to the expression of city life, Urbis is showing Arrivals and 
Departures following on from The China Show, which together explore  a fascinating part of the 
world that for generations has been steeped in myth and misunderstanding. 
In staging this unique exhibition Urbis is making its own contribution to what is widely 
considered to be the most vibrant, diverse and internationally orientated period in the UK art 
scene in recent times. 
  
-ENDS- 
  
For further information and images contact Anita Morris at Anita Morris Associates on 01943 
603311 (mobile 07976 584592) or email anita@anitamorrisassociates.co.uk  
 
Notes to Editors: 
Urbis, Cathedral Gardens, Manchester M4 3BG.   
Open 7 days a week, 10.00am - 6.00pm, open until 8pm Thursday, Friday, Saturday 
Closed Christmas Day, Boxing Day and New Year's Day 
Entry to Urbis is free.  
Tel: 0161 605 8200 
info@urbis.co.uk | www.urbis.org.uk  
  
Insert complete list of artists. Full artists biographies available on request. 
  
Urbis examines, explains and celebrates city life through the experiences and cultures of the 
people living there. It is about city lives, city voices and city people. With four floors of evolving 
displays, dedicated to the modern and future city, and an ambitious events programme, Urbis is 
about covering what’s new, original, and interesting about city life, and covering it first.  
  
The £30m construction and development of Urbis was managed by Manchester City Council 
Special Projects Team and funded as part of the £42m Manchester Millennium Quarter by the 
Millennium Commission, the European Regional Development Fund, Manchester City Council and 
the Department of Local Government, Transport and the Regions (DLTR) and the Northwest 
Development Agency.  
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