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SuperCity: Will Alsop's vision for the future of the north 
 

20 January - 15 May 2005 
at Urbis, Manchester 
 
Urbis, Manchester's Centre for Urban Culture, joins forces in the New Year with one of the 
world's most controversial architects and urban thinkers, Will Alsop, to present SuperCity: Will 
Alsop’s Vision for the Future of the North - it's most spectacular exhibition to date. This 
radical new exhibition encourages visitors of all ages to imagine what cities of the future could 
look like, how they might work, and how they could change the lives of everyone who lives 
there. 
 
Will Alsop's fantastic SuperCity makes England's M62 corridor, from Liverpool to Hull, into a 
singular entity: a huge 'coast to coast' expanse of some 80 miles long and 15 miles wide in which 
present day city limits are blurred: a reinvention of the city's identity. With advance 
transportation systems in place the inhabitants of SuperCity could choose to live in Hull, 
commute to work in Liverpool, shop in Leeds and go clubbing in Manchester, all in a day.  
 
Created in partnership between Urbis and Alsop & Partners, SuperCity will take its visitors on a 
visual and mental journey featuring large structures which constantly blur the line between 
imagination and reality. It pushes the boundaries of conventional thought, constantly asking 
'what if?' and drawing visitors into the exciting tension that exists between how cities exist 
today and how they could tomorrow.  Visitors will first experience Stack, a stunning, vertiginous 
tower that proposes a new way of housing 5,000 people with provision to learn, work and play. 
They will travel along Pier, a vast structure and multi-sensory experience with every shop, 
transport link and service expected of a modern city. 
 
Scott Burnham. Creative Director at Urbis commented: 
"As part of Urbis's mission to explore the cities of today and tomorrow, we are enormously 
pleased to premiere the SuperCity exhibition. In the same way  
that the idea of SuperCity will redefine the urban experience, the SuperCity exhibition will 
redefine people's definition of an exhibition - part urban innovation, part playground, SuperCity 
will be a tour de force of Urbis's 2005 programme. " 
 
Will Alsop said of SuperCity: 
"I'm fascinated by the way people live their lives and how we might want to live in the future. 
The spaces we create to work, rest and play are critical to this as are the methods we use to 
travel, shop and develop our agricultural environment. SuperCity aims to break down 
conventional barriers to thought by constantly asking 'what if?', and then converts these 
thoughts and visions into tangible realities which I hope will intrigue and inspire visitors in equal 
measure." 
 
SuperCity is in essence about the future of cities in the North of England but its scope of vision 
engages with cities and their inhabitants across the world. Alsop's unique way of examining 
urban culture and identity in SuperCity neatly mirrors Urbis's mission to explore these ideas 
globally and to present them in accessible and inspiring formats to its visitors.  
 
Its content also has a political agenda, reflecting many ideas outlined in the Northern Way, 
currently on the agenda of the Deputy Prime Minister Rt. Hon. John Prescott MP. The exhibition 
coincides with the Delivering Sustainable Communities Summit held in Manchester in January, 
examining themes such as housing, transportation and regeneration. 



 

 
-Ends- 
 
Contact Anita Morris Associates 01943 603311 
Shona Galletly (m. 07813 796733) or Anita Morris (m. 07976 584592). 



 

Notes to Editors: 
1. Urbis is Manchester’s Centre for Urban Culture 

Urbis, Cathedral Gardens, Manchester M4 3BG.   
Open 10.00 - 6.00pm, Tuesday - Sunday 
Urbis levels 2,3 & 4 are free to access.   
Tel: 0161 605 8200 
info@urbis.co.uk | www.urbis.org.uk  
 
Entry to SuperCity: £5.00 - adults; £3.50 - concessions; FREE - under 16s. 
 

2. "Will Alsop was born in Northampton in 1947. He studied architecture at the Architectural 
Association in the 1960s and, with fellow student John Lyall, he established Alsop & Lyall in 
1981. Jan Stormer joined later, and upon the departure of Lyall, the practice was renamed 
Alsop & Stormer in 1991.  After a succesful decade working together the two eponymous 
partners took a decision to pursue their own different agendas and Alsop Architects was 
formed in 2001. The firm now has offices in London, Toronto, Shanghai & Singapore. 
Because of his avant-garde and strikingly different buildings, Will Alsop has always been  
considered something of a maverick in the British architectural scene. 

 
Until recently, nearly all his big commissions were in Europe, with his most famous British  
effort being the £4.5million Peckham Library and Media Centre, which won the Stirling  
Prize in 2000.  
 
This has now changed with a string of major buildings nearing completion or being  
designed for sites in London, Manchester, West Bromwich, Birmingham & Norwich.  
Masterplan frameworks for Barnsley and Bradford were completed in 2003.  
 

3.  Urbis is an official fringe venue for the ODPM Delivering Sustainable Communities Summit in 
Manchester from 31 January to 2 February 2005 at the GMEX/MICC and Bridgewater Hall.  

 
Alsop & Partners have completed the strategic framework scheme design for the new 
Manchester Millennium Village in New Islington, East Manchester.  Urban Splash is the lead 
developer for the 29 acre site, working with partners, English Partnerships, Manchester City 
Council and New East Manchester to deliver Alsop's strategic vision for for further 
information visit www.newislington.co.uk  

 
 
 SuperCity is supported by:  

  
Urban Splash 
Urban Splash has an established reputation as a pioneer in urban regeneration and 
advocate of modern design.  The company has received 119 awards to date for its     
commitment to architecture, design, regeneration and enterprise. For further information 
visit www.urbansplash.com . 

  
North West Development Agency 
The Northwest Regional Development Agency (NWDA) is responsible for the sustainable 
economic development and regeneration of England’s Northwest and has five key priorities: 
Business Development, Regeneration, Skills & Employment, Infrastructure and image. For 
further information visit www.nwda.co.uk, www.englandsnorthwest.com  
 
GMPTE 
For more information visit www.gmpte.com. 
 

http://www.urbis.org.uk/
outbind://72/3_18_frame.htm
http://www.newislington.co.uk/
http://www.urbansplash.com/
http://www.nwda.co.uk/
http://www.gmpte.com/


 

Northern Rail 
www.northernrail.org  

 
 
5. Manchester City Council Special Projects Team managed the £30m construction and 

development of Urbis. They are funded as part of the £42m Manchester Millennium Quarter 
by the Millennium Commission, the European Regional Development Fund, Manchester City 
Council and the Department of Local Government, Transport and the Regions (DLTR) and the 
Northwest Development Agency. 
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